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Independent resolution process for small businesses now permanent 
Small businesses now have another pathway to resolve tax disputes, with the ATO making its 
independent review service a permanent option for eligible small businesses (those with a 
turnover of less than $10 million) after a successful multi-year pilot. 
The service’s original pilot commenced in 2018 and centered around income tax audits in Victoria 
and South Australia. It was expanded in 2020 to include income tax audits in all other Australian 
states and territories, along with other areas of tax including GST, excise, luxury car tax, wine 
equalisation tax and fuel tax credits. 
“Small businesses who participated in our pilot told us they found the process to be fair and 
independent, irrespective of the independent review outcome, so this is a great result, and is a 
big part of why we are locking this service in permanently”, ATO Deputy Commissioner Jeremy 
Geale has said. 
If your small business is eligible for a review of the ATO’s finalised audit findings, your ATO case 
officer will make contact and a written offer of independent review will be included in the audit 
finalisation letter. 

TIP: An offer to use the independent review service won’t be the first opportunity you get to 
respond to an ATO audit. Initial findings will be disclosed in an interim paper, so you’ll have a 
chance to raise areas of disagreement before receiving the final audit letter. 

If you wish to proceed with the review, you’ll need to contact the ATO through the relevant email 
address within 14 days of the date of the audit finalisation letter, clearly specifying and outlining 
each area of your disagreement with the audit position. 
You’ll be asked to complete and return a consent form to extend the amendment period, which 
will allow the ATO to complete the review before the period of review for the relevant assessment 
ends. 
Once your business obtains approval to use the review service, an independent reviewer will be 
allocated to the case and will contact you to discuss the process. This officer will be from a 
different part of the ATO to your audit case officer and will not have been involved in the original 
audit. 
It’s important to note that superannuation, FBT, fraud and evasion finding, and interest are not 
covered by the independent review service. If your dispute with the ATO relates to those areas, 
or if you don’t want to use the independent review service, your other options including lodging 
an objection or using an in-house facilitation service. You can also raise matters with the 
Inspector-General of Taxation and Tax Ombudsman or the Australian Small Business and Family 
Enterprise Ombudsman.   
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ATO focus in relation to JobKeeper 
The ATO has recently announced it is keeping an eye out for areas of concern in relation to 
JobKeeper, including what may constitute “fraudulent behaviour”. 
It is paying special attention to situations where employers may have used the JobKeeper 
scheme in ways that avoided paying employees their full and rightful entitlements. 
Businesses are being examined where the ATO is concerned they may have: 
• made claims for employees without a nomination notice or have not paid their employees 

the correct JobKeeper amount (before tax); 
• made claims for employees where there is no history of an employment relationship; 
• amended their prior business activity statements to increase sales in order to meet the 

turnover test; or 
• recorded an unexplained decline in turnover, followed by a significant increase. 
• Individuals are also being investigated where the ATO suspects they may have knowingly 

made multiple claims for themselves as employees or as eligible business participants or 
made claims both as an employee and an eligible business participant. 

ATO targets contractors who under-report income 
More than 158,000 businesses have now reported all their payments made to contractors in the 
2019–2020 year, and the ATO is using its Taxable Payments Reporting System (TPRS) to 
make sure the payments, totalling more than $172 billion, have been properly declared by both 
payers and recipients. 
The TPRS captures data about contractors who have performed services including couriering 
(including food delivery), cleaning, building and construction, road freight, information 
technology, security, investigation and surveillance services. 
The ATO is now using this data to contact contractors or their tax agents to ensure that they 
have declared all of their income, including any from part-time work, and is checking the GST 
registration status and Australian Business Numbers (ABNs) of contractors that are businesses 
to ensure their relevant obligations are met. 
The ATO matches the contractor information provided by businesses in their taxable payments 
annual report (TPAR) to the figures in contractors’ own tax returns. Where discrepancies 
between business reports and contractor returns are identified, the ATO will send the contractor 
a letter in the first instance, prompting them to explain. 

TIP: If you’ve forgotten to include income from contracting services in your tax return, an 
amendment can still be lodged to correct the mistake. Where we lodged your initial return as 
your tax agent, we can also complete an amendment to the return on your behalf – contact us 
today to find out more. 

While it appears that the ATO won’t initially apply penalties or interest in relation to under-
reported contracting income, contractors will still need to pay any additional tax owed, and it’s 
likely that people who ignore a letter from the ATO and fail to lodge an amended tax return will 
face penalties at a future date. 

Can your business claim a tax deduction for bad debts? 
April 2021 has been a closely observed month financially, with many government COVID-19 
economic supports coming away. There’s no doubt that some businesses will find themselves 
owed debts that cannot be recovered from customers or other debtors.  
If your business is facing this type of unrecoverable debt, commonly known as a “bad debt”, you 
may be able to claim a tax deduction for the unrecoverable amount, depending on the 
accounting method you use. 
If your business accounts for its income on an accruals basis – that is, you include all income 
earned for work done during the income year even if the business hasn’t yet received the 
payment by the end of the income year – a tax deduction for a bad debt may be claimable. 
To claim a deduction for a bad debt, the amount must have been included in your business’s 
assessable income either in the current year tax return or an earlier income year.  



 
You’ll also need to determine that the debt is genuinely bad, rather than merely doubtful, at the 
time the business writes it off. Whether or not a debt is genuinely bad depends on the 
circumstances of each case, with the guiding principle being how unlikely it is that the debt can 
be recovered through reasonable and/or commercial attempts. 

TIP: According to the ATO, making such attempts doesn’t always mean you need to have 
commenced formal proceedings to recover the debt. Evidence of communications seeking 
payment of debt, including reminder notices and attempts to contact the debtor by phone, mail 
and email, may be sufficient. 

The next step in claiming a bad debt deduction is to write off the debt as bad. This usually 
means your business has to record (in writing) the decision to write off the debt before the end 
of the income year in which you intend to claim a deduction. 
There may also be GST consequences for your business when writing off a bad debt. For 
example, if the business accounts for GST on a non-cash basis, a decreasing adjustment can 
be claimed where you have made the taxable sale and paid the GST to the ATO, but 
subsequently have not received the payment. However, the debt needs to have been written off 
as bad and have been overdue for 12 months or more. 

Businesses that account for income on cash basis cannot claim a deduction for bad debts. This 
is because these businesses only include an amount in their assessable income when it’s 
received, which means the bad debts have no direct income tax consequences. 

ATO data-matching: residency for tax purposes 
The ATO has announced a new data-matching program that will use information collected from 
the Department of Home Affairs. It is designed to determine whether business entities and 
individuals are Australian residents for tax purposes, and whether they’ve met their lodgment 
and registration obligations.  
This is in addition to the existing visa data-matching program, which has been operating for 
more than 10 years. The new program will include data from income years 2016–2017 to 2022–
2023. 
According to the ATO, the compliance activities from data obtained will largely be confined to 
verification of identity and tax residency status for registration purposes, as well as identifying 
ineligible claims for tax and superannuation entitlement. In addition to compliance activities, the 
data will be used to refine existing ATO risk detection models, improve knowledge of overall 
level of identity and residency compliance risks, and identify potentially new or emerging non-
compliance and entities controlling or exploiting ATO methodologies. 
The data collected will include full names, personal identifiers, dates of birth, genders, arrival 
dates, departure dates, passport information (including travel document IDs and country codes), 
and status types (eg visa status, residency, lawful, Australian citizen). It is expected that the 
personal information of approximately 670,000 individuals will be collected and matched each 
financial year. 

ASIC extends deadlines for financial reports and AGMs 
The Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) has announced that it will 
extend the deadline to lodge financial reports for listed and unlisted entities by one month for 
balance dates from 23 June to 7 July 2021 (inclusive). ASIC said the extension will help 
alleviate pressure on resources for the audits of smaller entities and provide adequate time for 
the completion of the audit process, taking into account the challenges presented by COVID-19 
conditions. This relief will not apply to registered foreign companies. 
ASIC will also extend its “no-action” position for public companies to hold their annual general 
meetings (AGMs) from within five months to within seven months after the end of financial years 
that end up to 7 July 2021. 
The extensions don’t apply for reporting for balance dates from 8 January 2021 to 22 June 
2021, as ASIC doesn’t consider there to be a general lack of resources to meet financial 
reporting and audit obligations. However, the regulator has said it will consider relief on a case-
by-case basis. 



 

Are you ready for Tax Time 2021? 
Don’t jump the gun and lodge too early 
Tax time 2021 is almost here, but it’s likely to be anything but routine. Many people on reduced 
incomes or who have increased deductions may be eager to lodge their income tax returns 
early to get their hands on a refund. However, as always, the ATO is warning against lodging 
too early, before all your income information becomes available. It’s important to remember that 
employers have until the end of July to electronically finalise their employees’ income 
statements, and the same timeframe applies for other information from banks, health funds and 
government agencies. 
For most people, income statements have replaced payment summaries. So, instead of 
receiving a payment summary from each employer, the income statements will be finalised 
electronically and the information provided directly to the ATO. The income statement can be 
accessed through myGov and the information is automatically included in the tax return for 
people who use myTax.  

TIP: Tax agents can also access this information, and we’re here to help you get your return 
right this year. 

Although you may be eager to lodge as soon as possible, the ATO has warned against lodging 
too early, as much of the information on your income may not be confirmed until later. It’s 
generally important to wait until income statements are finalised before lodging a tax return to 
avoid either delays in processing or a tax bill later on. Your income statement will be marked 
“tax ready” on myGov when it’s finalised, and other information from banks, health funds and 
government agencies will be automatically inserted into your tax return when it’s ready towards 
the end of July. 
If you still choose to lodge early, the ATO advises carefully reviewing any information that’s pre-
filled so you can confirm it’s correct. When lodging early you’ll  
also have to formally acknowledge that your employer(s) may later finalise income statements 
with different amounts, meaning you may need to amend your tax return and additional tax may 
apply. 
How COVID-19 has changed work-related expenses 
COVID-19 has changed many people’s work situations, and the ATO expects their work-related 
expenses will reflect this during tax time in 2021. In 2020 tax returns, around 8.5 million 
Australians claimed nearly $19.4 billion in work-related expenses.  
“Our data analytics will be on the lookout for unusually high claims this tax time”, Assistant 
Commissioner Tim Loh has said. “We will look closely at anyone with significant working from 
home expenses, that maintains or increases their claims for things like car, travel or clothing 
expenses. You can’t simply copy and paste previous year’s claims without evidence.” 
 
The ATO does know that some “unusual” claims may be legitimate and wants to reassure 
people who have evidence to explain their claims that they have nothing to fear. It also 
recognises that tax rules can be confusing and sometimes people make mistakes on their 
returns while acting in good faith. 
Remember, to claim any work-related expense you must have spent the money yourself and 
not been reimbursed by your employer. The expense needs to be directly related to earning 
your income (not a private expense), and you need to keep relevant records (receipts are best). 
Working from home 
The temporary shortcut method for working from home expenses is available for the full 2020–
2021 financial year. This allows an all-inclusive rate of 80 cents per hour for every hour people 
work from home between 1 July 2020 and 30 June 2021, rather than needing to separately 
calculate costs for specific expenses. 
All you need to do is multiply the number of hours you worked at home by 80 cents, keeping a 
record such as a timesheet, roster or diary entry. 
Remember – the shortcut method is temporary. To claim part of an expense over $300 (such as 
a desk or computer) in future years, you still need to keep your receipts. 



 
The temporary shortcut method can be claimed by multiple people living under the same roof 
and (unlike the existing methods) doesn’t require you to have a dedicated work area at home. 
The shortcut is all-inclusive. You can’t claim the shortcut and then claim for individual expenses 
such as telephone and internet costs and the decline in value of new office furniture or a laptop. 

TIP: The existing fixed rate and actual cost methods are also still available for claiming work-
related expenses instead – we can advise on what’s best for your situation. 

Personal protective equipment 
If your specific work duties involve physical contact or close proximity to customers or clients, or 
your job involves cleaning premises, you may be able to claim personal protective equipment 
(PPE) items such as gloves, face masks, sanitiser or anti-bacterial spray. 
This includes industries like healthcare, cleaning, aviation, hair and beauty, retail and 
hospitality. 
Car and travel expenses 
If you’re working from home due to COVID-19 but need to travel to your regular office 
sometimes, you can’t claim the cost of travel from home to work, because these are still private 
expenses. 

ATO data-matching targets rental property owners 
The ATO has announced it will run a new data-matching program to collect property 
management data for the 2018–2019 to 2022–2023 financial years, and will extend the existing 
rental bond data-matching program through to 30 June 2023. 
Each year the ATO conducts reviews of a random sample of tax returns to calculate the 
difference between the amount of tax it has collected and the amount that should have been 
collected – this is known as a “tax gap”. For the 2017–2018 year the ATO estimated a net tax 
gap of 5.6% ($8.3 billion) for individual taxpayers, with rentals making up 18% of the gap 
amount. The new and extended data-matching programs are intended to address this gap, 
making sure that property owners are reporting their rental income correctly and meeting their 
related tax obligations. 
The information will include property owner identification details, addresses, email addresses, 
contact numbers, bank account details, and business contact names and ABNs (if applicable). 
Rental property details will include addresses, dates that properties were first available for rent, 
periods and dates of leases, rental bonds details, rent amounts and periods, dwelling types, 
numbers of bedrooms, rental income categories and amounts, rental expense categories, rental 
expense amounts and net rent amounts. The programs will also obtain details of the property 
managers involved. 

TIP: If you’re not sure whether you’ve included the right amount of rental income in your return, 
we can help you get on the front foot with the ATO and lodge an amendment if necessary. 

Can I be released from my tax debts? 
As the economy adjusts to the removal of most COVID-19-related government support 
measures, coupled with the slow national vaccination rollout and mostly closed international 
borders, there is no doubt that many Australians are facing financial difficulties in the immediate 
short term. If you have a tax debt that is compounding your financial difficulties, there may be a 
solution – you may be able to apply to be permanently released from the debt, provided you 
meet certain criteria. 
To be released from a tax debt you need to be in a position where paying those debts would 
leave you not able to provide for yourself, your family or others you’re responsible for. This 
includes providing items such as food, accommodation, clothing, medical treatment and 
education. 
When someone applies to be released from a tax debt, the ATO will look at their household 
income and expenditure to determine if they have the ability to pay all or part of the debt, and 
will set up a payment plan if required. It will also look at the person’s household assets and 
liabilities including their residential home, motor vehicle, household goods, tools of trade, 
savings for necessities, collections etc. and identify whether the sale of a particular asset could 
repay all or part of the tax debt. 



 
Even when the ATO has established that the payment of a tax debt would cause the taxpayer 
serious hardship, it will look at other factors within that person’s control that may have 
contributed to this hardship. For example, it will consider how the tax debt arose and whether 
the person has disposed of funds or assets without providing for tax debts, as well as their 
compliance history. It will also check whether the person may have structured their affairs to 
place themselves in a position of hardship (e.g. by placing assets in trusts or related entities). 
Debts that the ATO can consider for release include income tax, PAYG instalments, FBT and 
FBT instalments, Medicare levy and surcharge amounts, certain withholding taxes, and some 
penalties and interest charges associated with these debts. 

ATO’s discretion to retain refunds extends to income tax 
As a part of a suite of measures introduced by the government to combat phoenixing activities, 
the ATO now has the power to retain an income tax refund where a taxpayer (including both 
businesses and individuals) has outstanding notifications. The discretion to retain refunds 
previously only applied in relation to notifications under the business activity statement (BAS) or 
petroleum resources rent tax (PRRT) but has now been expanded.  
This new extension of powers applies to all notifications that must be given to the ATO (eg 
income tax returns) but does not include outstanding single touch payroll (STP) or instances 
where the ATO requires verification of information contained in a notification. 
The ATO notes that its new powers to retain refunds will not be taken lightly and will only be 
exercised where the taxpayer has been identified as engaged in “high-risk” behaviour and/or 
phoenixing activities. 

TIP: Illegal phoenix activity is when a company shuts down to avoid paying its debts. A new 
company is then started to continue the same business activities, without the debt. 

Once the ATO decides to use its discretion to retain a refund, it will be retained until either the 
taxpayer has given the outstanding notification or an assessment of the amount is made, 
whichever event happens first. There are also circumstances where the taxpayer can apply to 
have the retained amount refunded and/or apply to have the decision reviewed. 

2021 FBT returns are due 
If your business has provided fringe benefits to your employees, you should be aware that the 
2021 FBT return (for the period 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021) is due, and payment of any 
associated FBT liability is required immediately. 
If you prepare your own return, it can be lodged up until 25 June 2021 without incurring a 
“failure to lodge on time” penalty. However, the associated FBT liability must have been paid by 
21 May 2021, and a general interest charge will apply to any payments made after that date. 
If your business hasn’t paid FBT before, you are required to make the payment in a lump sum 
for the year on 21 May. This also applies where your business paid FBT in the previous year, 
but the liability was less than $3,000.  
If you paid $3,000 or more in the previous year, the FBT liability will be paid in quarterly 
instalments with your business’s activity statements in the following year, with the balancing 
payment to be made on 21 May. 
You also need to be aware that while there have been a lot of recent announcements about 
changes to FBT, many of these proposed changes are not yet law. In those instances, you need 
to apply the legislation current at the time of your return and make the appropriate amendments 
later when the changes do become law. 
For example, the government recently announced an FBT exemption for retraining and 
reskilling benefits that employers provide to redundant (or soon to be redundant) employees 
where the benefits may not be related to their current employment. While this change is 
intended to apply from the date of the announcement once the legal change is enacted, 
businesses need to apply the current legislation to this latest FBT return and amend it later if 
necessary. 

TIP: The change to allow businesses with less than $50 million in turnover to access certain 
existing FBT small business concessions will apply to benefits provided to employees from 
1 April 2021 onwards. 



 

Beware: phishing and investment scams on the rise 
Emails impersonating myGov 
The ATO and Services Australia have issued a warning about a new email phishing scam doing 
the rounds. The emails claim to be from “myGov” and include screenshots of the myGovID app. 
myGovID can be used to prove who you are when accessing Australian government online 
services.  
The scam emails ask people to click a link to fill in a “secure form” on a fake myGov page. The 
form requests personal identifying information and banking details. 
This scam is all about collecting personal information rather than gaining access to live 
information via myGov or myGovID. ATO systems, myGov and myGovID have not been 
compromised. 
The ATO and myGov do send emails and SMS messages, but they will never include clickable 
hyperlinks directing you to a login page for online services. 
If you’ve opened an email that looks suspicious, don’t click any links, open any attachments or 
reply to it. 
The best way to check if the ATO or another government service has actually sent you a 
communication is to visit the myGov site, my.gov.au, directly (without clicking an emailed link) or 
to download the myGovID app. You can then log in securely and check your myGov inbox and 
linked services. 
If you’ve received a suspicious email and mistakenly clicked a link, replied and/or provided your 
myGov login details or other information, change your myGov password and if you’ve provided 
your banking details, contact your bank. 
Cold calls and emails encouraging superannuation rollovers 
The Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) has recently advised it is aware 
of scams that target Australians and encourage them to establish self managed superannuation 
funds (SMSFs). 
People are cold-called or emailed, and scammers pretending to be financial advisers encourage 
the transfer of funds from an existing super account to a new SMSF, claiming it will lead to high 
returns of 8% to 20% (or more) per year. 
In fact, people’s super balances are instead transferred to bank accounts controlled by the 
scammers. 
Scammers use company names, email addresses and websites that are similar to legitimate 
Australian companies that hold an Australian financial services licence. They even use a 
“legitimate” company to ensure the SMSF is properly established and compliant with Australian 
laws, including creating a separate SMSF bank account set up in the investor’s name. 
The scammers then transfer money from the existing super fund, either with or without the 
knowledge of the investor, and steal it by using the real identification documents the person has 
provided to set up the SMSF in an account fully controlled by the scammers. 
If you’re contacted by any person or company who encourages you to open an SMSF and move 
funds, you should always make independent enquiries to make sure the scheme is legitimate. 
This is especially true if you weren’t expecting the phone call or email! 
Always verify who you are dealing with before handing over your identification documents, 
personal details or money. 
Fake news articles touting cryptocurrency investments 
ASIC has also received an increased number of reports from people who have lost money after 
responding to advertisements promoting crypto-assets (or cryptocurrency) and contracts for 
difference (CFD) trading, disguised as fake news articles. 
Some advertisements and websites falsely use ASIC logos or misleadingly say the investment 
is “approved” by ASIC. 
A common scam tactic is promoting fake articles via social media. They look realistic and 
impersonate real news outlets like Forbes Business Magazine, ABC News, Sunrise and The 
Project. 
Once someone clicks on these advertisements or fake articles, they’re directed to a site that is 
not linked with the impersonated publication and asked to provide their name and contact 
details. Scammers then get in contact, promising investments with unrealistically high returns. 



 
Many of these scams originate overseas. Once money has left Australia it’s extremely hard to 
recover, and banks and ASIC are unlikely to be able to get it back. 
Crypto-assets are largely unregulated in Australia and are high-risk, volatile investments. Don’t 
invest any money in digital currencies that you’re not prepared to lose, and always seek 
professional advice when making investment decisions. 
Remember that most reputable news outlets, and especially government-funded broadcasters 
like the ABC, don’t offer specific investments as part of their news coverage. 
ASIC does not endorse or advertise particular investments. Be wary of any website or ad that 
says the investment is approved by ASIC or contains ASIC’s logo – it’s a scam. ASIC does not 
authorise businesses to use its name and branding for promotion. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Noel’s News 
 

 Restaurant Review by Mark Lisle 
 
Ma Ha – 21 Bond Street, Melbourne 
 
As usual, I’m probably late to the party here but I hadn’t been to this restaurant until a few 
weeks ago. I must admit, middle-eastern cuisine wasn’t my “go to” choice for a night out but my 
wife had left a few subtle hints that it might be a nice place to go for her birthday. Being the 
bogon that I am I was just expecting falafel and dips, but I have to say I was blown away with 
the food. 
 
We went for the “Soufra” 6 course option and could barely get through it. Apparently the 
“Tasting Menu” has even more food. The food was delicious and there were so many different 
dishes and flavours that we had never tried before, it really was a unique experience. Some of 
our favourites were the duck and mushroom Lebanese dumplings, the Wagyu beef kibbeh 
neya and the slow roasted lamb shoulder. However, there were also a number of (surprisingly) 
tasty vegetarian dishes as well. 
 
Ma Ha is quite a big space and has a lively atmosphere. Our waitress was very attentive and 
helpful (which is important when you don’t always know what you are eating – refer 
aforementioned bogon reference). 
 
I was a bit nervous about the what the drinks menu might look like, but it was fine – plenty of 
choices to suit all preferences. 
 
Ma Ha isn’t cheap, but it still seemed like good value. Perfect for a special occasion (like your 
wife’s birthday). 
 

 TV Mini Series - Review by Debra Rodgers 
 

Stateless (Netflix) 
 
Stars: Asher Keddie, Cate Blanchett and Yvonne Strahovski (better known for her role as 
Serena Joy Waterford in The Handmaid’s Tale) 
 
This series of 6 episodes centres on four strangers who come together in an immigration 
detention centre in the Australian desert. An airline hostess escaping a suburban cult, an 
Afghan refugee fleeing with his family, a young Australian father escaping his dead-end job and 
a bureaucrat caught up in a national scandal. 
 
Based on real events, this series sees four lives intersect as they are pushed to the brink of 
insanity. Their individual stories reveal a system struggling with contradictions of border 
protection as they establish emotional connections within the group. 
 
This is an incredibly heartbreaking story which is difficult to watch at times, but certainly an eye 
opener – I highly recommend watching. 



 

 TV Mini Series - Review by Deborah Lisle 
 

Mare of Easttown (Binge and Fox Showcase) 
 
Mare of Easttown is an American crime drama limited series set in a small town just west of 
Philadelphia. A young woman is murdered and on the case is Mare Sheehan, a highly skilled 
crime investigator. She is also investigating the unsolved missing disappearances a year ago of 
two other young girls. Mare has spent her life in Easttown and knows everyone in it. She is also 
a local hero having been the star of the high school basketball team 25 years ago. 
 
The role of Mare is played by Kate Winslet, who is almost unrecognizable as the gritty, troubled 
detective. The show is as much a character drama revolving around Mare’s personal issues and 
extreme grief as it about the crimes that she is investigating. Her troubles include a divorce, a 
son lost to suicide and a custody battle with her dead son’s heroin-addicted girlfriend over her 
grandson. Her relationships in the town have also suffered due to the unsolved disappearances 
of the girls. 
 
Easttown itself could also be considered a character of the show. It is a bleak and gloomy place. 
Violence is commonplace, and the opioid epidemic has clearly taken a hold, particularly with the 
town’s teenagers. The show explores this theme. However, don’t be put off by the grimness and 
seemingly unlikeable characters in the first episode. Stick with it. Kate Winslet’s performance is 
powerful and nothing short of extraordinary. In a way she is really the show but is well backed 
up by the other characters. The scenes between Mare and her mother (played by Jean Smart) 
are hilarious and heart breaking. There is even an appearance by our own Guy Pearce, in the 
role of a novelist and love interest for Mare. 
 
It is a powerful and sometimes confronting show that mixes themes of grief and regret with a 
gripping murder mystery. I’m sure I haven’t done it justice with this review and you will have to 
watch for yourself. (5 stars). 
 

 Book Review – Andrea Sent 
 

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid 
 
This book is very Hollywood! It is loosely based on aspects of the lives of Elizabeth Taylor and 
Ava Gardner. I loved the ups and downs of this story, the constant twists and surprises. There 
was never a dull moment!  
 
The story centres around Evelyn Hugo, a Hollywood superstar. She is retired, and everyone 
wants to know the truth behind all her marriages. But most of all they want to know who the true 
love of her life was. Her story begins with a life of poverty and abuse. It then moves through 
times of success, times of tragedy, times filled with love, and times devastated by 
disappointment.  
 
Ultimately, the book will leave you thinking about many things, including the multifaceted ways 
that love can manifest in our lives, and what people will sacrifice for that love. With moments 
that are heartbreaking and others that are uplifting, this story is one that stays with you long 
after you finish reading the last page.  



 

Sporting Predictions  
 
 

Horse Racing by Craig Thompson 
 
Tattersall’s Tiara – 26th June - $600,000 – Eagle Farm, – 1,400m 
 
The Tattersall’s Tiara is the final Group 1 of the season and takes place at Eagle Farm in 
Queensland. Star mare Tofane starts as favourite after her barnstorming win in the Stradbroke 
handicap as recently as two weeks ago at this track and will be hard to beat.  
 
On the next line of betting comes the James Cummings trained Savatiano, the Warren/Krongold 
trained Brooklyn Hustle & the Price/Kent trained Odeum. Although an open field of 17 starters, 
the likely winner will come from the horses listed above but a worthy outsider of note to be 
considered would be the Snowden trained Dame Giselle who will be the likely leader alongside 
Savatiano. 
 
Winner: Brooklyn Hustle  Roughie: Dame Giselle 

 
 


